
The Bible Is Unique #16 (Facts Confirming Inner Testimony of Scriptures) 

The Bible is trustworthy.  One reason I say that, is the application of the external 
evidence test which means this:  With any work of history that’s under 
investigation, doesn’t just have to be the Bible, the external evidence test asks 
the question, “Is there references – literary, historical, archaeological, apart from 
the document under investigation that it confirms the inner testimony?”   

Well, with the New Testament it will apply to archaeology, to figures, and 
authorities and positions mentioned within the Scriptures. In my book The New 
Evidence That Demands a Verdict, I document quite a few historical resources 
totally apart from the Bible that confirm many truths about Jesus Christ.  

For example, you can conclude from literature totally apart from the Bible, certain 
facts about Christ.  For example 1) that He lived during the time of Tiberius 
Cesar; 2) He lived a very virtuous life; 3) He was a wonder worker, 4) did 
miracles from what they called it; 5) He had a brother named James; 6) He was 
acclaimed to be the Messiah; 7) He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 8) He 
was crucified on the eve of the Jewish Passover; 9) that darkness and an 
earthquake occurred when He died from crucifixion.  (You can show that totally 
apart from the New Testament.)  And then His disciples believed that He rose 
from the dead, and then 10) His disciples were willing to die for their beliefs, and 
11) that Christianity spread rapidly, as far as Rome.  

Those are just a few facts about Christ in the New Testament.  That could be 
known totally externally from the Bible that confirms that inner testimony of the 
Scriptures. 

Summary: One way to determine if the Bible or any document is trustworthy is to 
apply the external evidence test, which uses references (such as literary, 
historical, and archaeological) apart from the document being investigated, to 
confirm the inner testimony.  Josh’s book The New Evidence That Demands a 
Verdict reveals many such resources confirming the truth claims about Jesus in 
the Bible.  In many literary sources totally apart from the Bible you can make at 
least 11 conclusions that facts about Jesus’ life confirm the Biblical texts and 
demonstrate the inner testimony of the scriptures. 

Questions: 

1. Summarize the meaning and usefulness of applying the external evidence 
test to any document to help determine its trustworthiness. 

2. What are 11 facts about Jesus’ life that are confirmed by sources other 
than the Bible? 



3. What is Josh’s book which documents that the Bible trustworthy? 


